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ORTICOLARIO 2023 

IN THE SENSE OF WATER 

The thirteenth edition, from September 28 to October 1, 2023 at Villa Erba in 
Cernobbio, on Lake Como, will be dedicated to plants for a sustainable garden, 

while the theme will be Water Landscape. A journey against the current to 
recover an authentic and profound awareness. 

If there is any magic on this planet, it is contained in the water. 
Loren Eiseley 

Cernobbio (CO), February 15, 2023 – The year has begun and the features of 
Orticolario are well defined. The thirteenth edition, scheduled from September 
28 to October 1, 2023 at Villa Erba in Cernobbio, on Lake Como, will be 
dedicated to plants for a sustainable garden, while the theme will be Water 
Landscape. 

THE THEME. The Water Landscape is understood both as a natural context and 
as an urban scenario contemplating the presence of parks and gardens with 
fountains and pools. 

During the four days of the event, visitors will go down in the darkness of a lake 
or in the silence of a karst river, and then up to the overwhelming bubbling of the 
waves. Orticolario 2023 will be a journey against the current in the vital Water 
Landscape towards which man has lost an inner, deep and authentic awareness. 

“The ancestral relationship between man and water is a complicity as ancient as 
it is intimate – comments Anna Rapisarda, event curator. The history of water and 
its landscape coincides with the history of the world and it is the sense of 
belonging to places that shapes our behaviour”.  

PLANTS FOR A SUSTAINABLE GARDEN. During Orticolario 2023 various 
aspects will be explored, from the hygrophilous vegetation of water gardens to 
the xerophilous one of dry gardens, with low water requirements and reduced 
maintenance, where plants resist the scarcity or lack of water. Apparently 
contrasting aspects which in reality represent the union between water and 
nature, both by enhancing real water gardens, and gardens with water features 
and their opposite, i.e. gardens attentive to water consumption and sustainability.  

“From aquatic to totally dry ecosystems, each plant has a special relationship with 
water – explains Mario Mariani of the Vivaio Central Park, botany expert in the 
Compagnia dei Pensatori di Orticolario. The event will delve into the depth of this 
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link, moving from water lilies to cacti and showcasing the different habitats in 
which plants live”.  

The event will therefore be an opportunity to make the general public aware of 
the centrality of the water element in the landscape and to raise their awareness 
of a careful and conscious use. 

 

 
*** 

ABOUT ORTICOLARIO 

Orticolario, now in its thirteenth edition, is the cultural event dedicated to those for whom nature 
is a lifestyle. Scene of the exhibition will be the historic park of Villa Erba in Cernobbio (CO), a 
nineteenth-century manor house overlooking the shores of Lake Como, childhood summer 
residence of director Luchino Visconti. A distinctive feature is the proposal of thematic gardens 
and art installations inspired by the theme of the year, among which the creations of the artists 
selected in the international competition "Creative Spaces" stand out. The exhibition is enriched by 
a wide range of rare, unusual and collectible plants, artistic craftsmanship and design with about 
270 carefully selected exhibitors, an intensive calendar of meetings and numerous educational 
and creative workshops for children, as well as performances and experiences. At the centre of 
the exhibition there is art, which is able to go beyond and break down the borders between inside 
and outside. During the four-day event and for the rest of the year, contributions are collected for 
the Amici di Orticolario Fund, which supports projects for the promotion of landscape culture and 
for five local charities. The next edition will take place from Thursday, September 28 to Sunday, 
October 1, 2023. 

 
ORTICOLARIO AT A GLANCE 

September 28 - October 1, 2023 Villa Erba, Cernobbio (CO), on Lake Como 
Visitor info: tel. +39 031 3347503, mail: info@orticolario.it  
Website: eng.orticolario.it 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Orticolario  
Instagram: https://instagram.com/orticolariocomo/  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/Orticolario  
Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/orticolario13  
YouTube: Orticolario  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/orticolario?trk=top_nav_home 
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