
 
 

ORTICOLARIO 2017 RETURNS FOR “AVANT GARDENING” UNDER THE SIGN OF THE MOON 

 

The International Competition “CREATIVE SPACES” has now opened for the design and creation of 

garden exhibits and this year, artistic installations. 

Orticolario 2017 will be held on the 29th and 30th of September and the 1st of October in the 

historic grounds of Villa Erba in Cernobbio, on the shores of Lake Como. 

 

Registration for the International Competition “Creative Spaces” is free and all applications are to be sent 

in writing to info@orticolario.it by no later than the 31st of January 2017. Further details, including all 

terms and conditions, can be found on the Orticolario website, or by following this link: 

http://eng.orticolario.it/international-competition-creative-spaces/ 

 

The aim of this year’s competition is to select innovative projects which, once brought to life within the 

gardens of Villa Erba, will engage with visitors and tell the story of the garden, revealing the wonder and 

splendour inherent within. 

 

THE THEME FOR THE NINTH EDITION OF ORTICOLARIO 2017 IS THE MOON 

 

The Moon has danced around us since the dawn of time and has been a muse and inspiration for every 

culture, and the source of many myths and legends. As the seasons change, the Moon brings gardens and 

forests to life, summoning us to experience a world completely different from that which we see during the 

day; under her luminous gaze, plants are transformed, flowers unfurl, emitting their seductive and 

intoxicating scents. We invite you to observe, discover, narrate and let yourself be inspired by the purest and 

most beautiful of all mirrors. 

 

THE FLOWER FOR THE NINTH EDITION OF ORTICOLARIO 2017 IS THE FUCHSIA 

 

The official flower of this year’s Orticolario is the Fuchsia spp which, with its tiny, suspended ballerinas, is 

sure to delight visitors over the days and nights of the ninth edition of Orticolario. It is a flower of countless 

shades and considerable nuance in both its flower and its foliage. The Fuchsia is the perfect embodiment of 

love between gardener and plant. As early as the 1800s, the enthusiasm for this spectacular flower was the 

impetus for expeditions to the most exotic islands of the new world in search of new varieties. Guided by the 
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constellations and the Moon, weathered sailors and fearless botanists went in search of new plants, returning 

with innumerable varieties of this garden delicacy.  

 

THE CALL 

 “I am calling on all friends of Orticolario, from Lake Como to Lake Ijssel in the Netherlands, to help me 

summon the best gardeners and artists in the world to participate in Orticolario 2017” with these words 

Moritz Mantero, president of Orticolario, officially opened the International Competition “Creative Spaces”, 

thereby kicking off the ninth edition of Orticolario. Orticolario is the embodiment of beauty, elegance and 

harmony in gardening. The gardens showcased in previous years, as well as those projects that will be 

selected for this year’s exhibition, make up the history and the legacy of Orticolario, transforming the grounds 

of Villa Erba from the historic park of Luchino Visconti to the fertile space where art and horticulture unite. 

 

Gardeners, artists, lovers of beautiful gardens are invited to create and witness this union between nature 

and art, inspiring the lives and minds of those who experience Orticolario. The Moon will be our guide for 

the 2017 event, assisted by the eccentricity of the Fuchsia, which, with its flowers reminiscent of ballerinas, 

will transport the participants of Orticolario to a new level of consciousness, to a new state of mind, inviting 

us to surrender to its beauty, to abandon ourselves to the dreamlike flow and mystery that only flowers in 

the moonlight can evoke.  

 

Orticolario is now promoting the new edition of the International Competition for the design and creation 

of garden exhibits and artistic installations in the grounds of Villa Erba in Cernobbio, the home of the event. 

The competition is open to all those who would like to design and create spaces within the event, where 

beauty meets nature. Garden exhibits and installations must be lively, original, simple, expressive and 

harmonious with the surroundings of the gardens of Villa Erba. Respect for the existing landscape and the 

‘genius loci’ is a fundamental element to all designs as well as an ability to integrate with other exhibits 

selected and the provision of adequate lighting for the opening night. 

 

THE PRIZE, “Lake Como Golden Leaf” Award 

 

“Lake Como Golden Leaf” Award conceived of and created exclusively for Orticolario by Gino Seguso from 

Vetreria Artistica Archimede Seguso, is a dazzling vase created on the island of Murano in Venice, upon which 

a golden leaf shines (24K). The prize is unique and the winner is permitted to keep possession of the vase for 

a specified period of time before it is to be returned to the splendid Villa Carlotta in Tremezzo on Lake Como, 



 
where it is displayed until the following year of Orticolario. The names of the winners of “Lake Como Golden 

Leaf” Award are inscribed in the register displayed next to the prize.  

 

The projects selected for the ninth edition of Orticolario will be judged by an international panel. In 2016 

“Lake Como Golden Leaf” Award was awarded to Spazio Floema “Vedere con le orecchie, ascoltare con gli 

occhi” by Satoru Tabata (Enzo, Japan). 

 

Information about Orticolario: 

Email: info@orticolario.it  

Website: www.orticolario.it 

Tel: +39.031.3347503 

 

You can also find Orticolario on: 

 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Orticolario  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/Orticolario  

Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/orticolario13 

YouTube: Orticolario 

Instagram: https://instagram.com/orticolariocomo/ 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/orticolario?trk=top_nav_home 
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