
  



ORTICOLARIO 2017 

 

IT IS THE FAULT OF THE MOON 
 

We are delighted to present the eight finalists who have been selected for the International 

Competition “Creative Spaces". These eight finalists will present their creations in the historic 

grounds of Villa Erba in Cernobbio on Lake Como, for the occasion of the ninth edition of 

Orticolario, from 29 September - 1 October 2017.  

 

William Shakespeare famously wrote: “It is the very error of the moon, she comes more 

nearer earth than she was wont, and makes men mad”. As true then as it is now, centuries 

later, the moon inspires a madness that is creative, lively and contagious. And the moon, 

the theme of Orticolario 2017, has enchanted the participants of the International 

Competition “Creative Spaces” for the design and implementation of gardens and artistic 

installations. The eight finalists were chosen by the Selection Committee from amongst 30 

applications sent from landscape designers, architects, artists and nursery farmers from all 

over Italy and Europe. Eight attentive observers, who have discovered the moon and drawn 

inspiration from the simplicity of its beauty. 

 

Those selected will bring their projects to life in the historic grounds of Villa Erba in Cernobbio 

on Lake Como, for the occasion of the ninth edition of Orticolario, from 29 September - 1 

October 2017: you can expect unique and innovative spaces, gardens bursting with life, 

respectful of the “Genius loci” and bound to offer visitors to the event an unforgettable 

experience.  

 

The creations will be judged by an international panel, which will award to the best creation 

“La Foglia d’oro del Lago di Como”, a dazzling vase, upon which a golden leaf shines (24K), 

created by the expert hands of Gino Seguso of historic glassware makers Artistica 

Archimede Seguso on the island of Murano in Venice. 

 

The winner will be the custodian of the vase for a specified period of time before it will be 

returned to the splendid Villa Carlotta in Tremezzo on Lake Como, where it will be displayed 

until the following year of Orticolario. In 2016, “La Foglia d’oro del Lago di Como” was 



awarded to Japanese landscape gardener Satoru Tabata for his garden Spazio Floema 

“Vedere con le orecchie, ascoltare con gli occhi”. 

 

“When I was presented with the selected entries, I was astonished by the high level of 

creativity and diversity within the works, where the moon is the only point of commonality”, 

commented Moritz Mantero, president of Orticolario, The Creative Spaces jury will have a 

difficult task ahead of them in selecting the winning project, as was the case for the 

Selection Committee. And visitors to the event will notice the great level of planning and 

effort that will go into creating these projects”. 

In addition to “La Foglia d’oro del Lago di Como”, the jury will also award the “Experience 

Award” to the space that conveys the most feeling and emotion; the “Footprint Award” for 

innovation in materials and eco-friendly solutions; the “Art Award” for the space which 

achieves a level of equilibrium between art and nature, where the two languages come 

together to create perfect harmony; the “Great Italian Gardens Award” for the space that 

communicates a mixture of tradition and innovation; the “Essence Award” for the space 

that best encapsulates the theme of this year’s Orticolario; and the “Visitors’ Choice Award” 

for the garden or installation chosen by the public. 

 

THE EIGHT FINALISTS 
1. "Che fai tu luna in ciel, dimmi che fai…?" 

Design by Gheo Clavarino Giardini e Terrazzi (Milano) 

2. Spazio Archiverde “Moonlight Garden” 

Design by Leonardo Magatti (Cernobbio, CO) 

3. "Dark Side of the Moon" 

Design by Rateni Costruzioni (Campobasso) 

4. Spazio Green Bricks “Allunaggio” 

Design by Monica Botta (Bellinzago, NO) 

5. "Profusion” 

Design by DAMD (Aarhus, Danimarca) 

6. Spazio Garden Lignano “Ciclicità lunare” 

Design by Roberto Landello (Lignano Sabbiadoro, UD) 

7. "Metamorfosi" 

Design by Il papavero blu (Longone al Segrino, CO) 

8. "Dentro alla Luna" 

Design by Daniela Piazza (Balerna, Svizzera)  



 
NOTE 

Orticolario, now in its ninth edition, is an event dedicated to the passion for gardening, a celebration 

of nature in all of its various forms and expressions. The scene for the event is the historic park of Villa 

Erba in Cernobbio (CO), the 18th century villa and former residence of director Luchino Visconti, 

which is located on the shores of Lake Como. 

Essence of Orticolario: the gardens showcased in the park, inspired by this year’s theme and selected 

as part of the International Competition Creative Spaces by an international jury that will nominate 

the winner that will be awarded with the “La Foglia d’oro del Lago di Como”. The theme of 

Orticolario 2017 is the moon and the flower, the Fuchsia. The event is enriched by the extensive 

offering of plants and flowers by selected nurseries from all over Italy and the world. In 2016, 

Orticolario saw a growth in international visitors and exhibitors, from France, Switzerland and England. 

 

ORTICOLARIO IN NUMBERS 
25.000 visitors expected, of which 3000 will be children 

20% of visitors will be first time visitors 

200 journalists, of which 10% will be international 

270 exhibitors 

Average age of visitors: 35-50 years old 

 

 



ORTICOLARIO 2017 AT A GLANCE 
 

Date: 29 September - 1 October 2017 

Address: Villa Erba, Cernobbio (CO), on Lake Como 

Visitor Information: Tel. +39 031 3347503, Email: info@orticolario.it 

Website: www.orticolario.it 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Orticolario 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/Orticolario 

Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/orticolario13 

YouTube: Orticolario 

Instagram: https://instagram.com/orticolariocomo/ 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/orticolario?trk=top_nav_home 

 

PRESS CONTACT 
 
Daniela Stasi: tel. +39 366 1452897, mail: press@orticolario.i t 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 


